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• Mining Equipment/Supplies
• Industrial Equipment/Supplies

• Construction Equipment/Supplies
And So Much More!

• Mining Equipment/Supplies
• Industrial Equipment/Supplies

• Construction Equipment/Supplies
And So Much More!

Contact us for a full list of services!
kivibros.com | hh@kivibros.com | 218-624-3535

Kivi Bros Trucking maintains the latest, most up-to-date Heavy Haul 
tractors and trailers in the industry. Our drivers have the training and years 

of experience required to move your loads safely, quickly, and on time. 



Setting the standard. Raising the bar.
Guzzler is the leader in mobile vacuum solutions for industrial and utility customers.  
For over 40 years, Guzzler has been supplying vacuum equipment built with the user in mind. 
All products are built in the U.S.A. and designed to be easy to clean, operate and maintain.  
Our powerful lineup of trucks gives you everything you need to increase your daily performance. 
That’s what makes Guzzler the tough you trust.

Guzzler Liquid RingGuzzler Classic Guzzler Hi-Rail Guzzler MT

THE TOUGH 
YOU TRUST
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to clients throughout the Upper Midwest. We treat our clients honestly and 
provide services that represent an excellent value. We fulfill our mission by 
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anticipate, identify and respond to client needs.

Background: Blueprint of Superior’s Historic Androy Hotel, engineered by Lakehead Founder R.C. Buck.
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As Lakehead Constructors marks its 110th anniversary, I’m even more convinced that, in business 
and in life, taking the time to understand where you’ve been is the best guide for future success.

Fortunately, Lakehead’s history is filled with inspiring examples we can learn from. Founded in 
1916 by Roland C. Buck, Lakehead began as an engineering firm serving clients along the Great 
Lakes, delivering large-scale dock systems for companies like Ford Motor Company, Cargill and 
Burlington Northern Railroad. But what set Buck apart wasn’t just technical expertise — it was 
foresight. He quickly diversified, expanding into commercial and civic projects and laying the 
foundation for the full-service contractor we are today.

After WWII, the rapid growth of the U.S. economy and the opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
presented new opportunities, and Lakehead had the vision to capitalize on them. This was the 
period where we grew from a regional engineering firm into a contractor that self-performed a wide range of projects 
across heavy industrial sectors — energy, mining and beyond — something that still differentiates us today.

Another pivotal moment came in the 1990s, when my predecessor Dennis Hallberg helped pioneer long-term service 
agreements in the taconite industry — an approach that continues to drive hundreds of thousands of skilled trade hours 
annually and exemplifies our commitment to long-term partnerships.

Since becoming CEO in 2007, our team has built on these lessons: Maintain a diverse client base, expand creatively 
within our markets, and pursue new opportunities, like the agricultural food processing industry. We’re also placing an 
increased focus on municipal water infrastructure, as featured in this issue. At the same time, we’ve reinforced our com-
mitment to quality, earning ISO certification and demonstrating the discipline and excellence that have always defined 
Lakehead Constructors.

After 35 years with this company, I can say with certainty that Lakehead is bigger than any one person. My role and the 
role of every leader before me is simply to help captain the ship. Our success belongs to the people who show up every 
day to do exceptional work. Here’s to the next 110 years.

Building On a Strong Foundation

Two of Lakehead’s biggest projects, completed 85 years apart. 
Above: The Ford Motor Company dock in L’Anse, MN (circa 1924), 
a $150 million project in today’s dollars.  
Right: A $200 million plant retrofit in Cohasset, MN, for Minnesota 
Power, completed 2009.

Brian Maki | CEO

Best regards,
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1916
Celebrating 110 years 
of excellence in 

industrial construction
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In 1916, the Duluth-Superior harbor was one of the busiest in America — 
second only to New York City — when Roland C. Buck opened a small 
civil engineering office in Superior, WI. Buck quickly established himself 
with a diverse range of clients, from shipping and railroad companies 
to commercial developers, public institutions and civic organizations 
— laying the foundation for the full-service contracting services that 
Lakehead Constructors offers to this day.

From the start, Buck’s work reflected ambition and versatility. He 
designed massive dock systems for industrial giants like the Ford 
Motor Company and Cargill, engineered and built Superior’s historic 
Androy Hotel, and engineered and co-owned the Arrowhead Bridge, 
which once connected Superior’s Billings Park neighborhood with West 
Duluth. While Buck is best remembered for these high-profile projects, 
he also valued smaller projects that strengthened civic life. He counted 
churches, schools and fraternal organizations among his clients.

This blend of industrial and civic work would become a defining 
characteristic of Lakehead: serving complex, large-scale clients while 
remaining deeply rooted in the communities where we live and work.

Energized Growth
The post-war 1950s marked a period of North American industrial and 
infrastructure expansion. Construction of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
linked the Duluth-Superior harbor to the Atlantic Ocean, boosting 
transports of iron ore, grain and coal, while a growing demand for 
energy led Canada and the U.S. to partner on major energy projects. 

It would prove a fertile time for business expansion in and 
around the Twin Ports.

Continued on p. 8

Our History
Begins On the Harbor

Clockwise from top left of facing 
page: Superior’s original oil refinery, 
established through the advocacy of 
LCI owners Buck and Olsen; one of 
many docks Lakehead serviced in the 
Twin Ports; Superior’s Androy Hotel; 
Minnesota Power (MP) plants in  
Hoyt Lakes and Cohasset, MN; 
workers at the MP Cohasset plant, 
also known as Boswell. This page, 
clockwise: Lakehead founder 
Roland C. Buck; Les Olsen, Lakehead 
President 1955-76; workers expanding 
Dry Dock No. 2 at Superior’s Fraser 
Shipyards in 1961.



The first opportunity — relocation of an oil refinery from Montana to Superior — was a major civic effort led by Roland 
Buck and Superior businessman Les Olsen. It was also the start of a business partnership that would see Buck 
transferring ownership of his firm to Les Olson, Mel Asselford and Floyd Bernard, an engineer with Buck’s firm. The new 
ownership came with a new name: Lakehead Constructors.

Lakehead became integral to the region’s industrial expansion, supporting energy projects for Minnesota Power and 
constructing critical infrastructure for transcontinental pipelines.  At the same time, Lakehead continued its legacy on 
the waterfront, expanding dry docks, upgrading shipping terminals and maintaining industrial plants.

Creative Momentum
The economic downturn of the 1980s tested the resilience of industries tied to manufacturing and shipping, Lakehead’s 
traditional markets. But Lakehead adapted under the leadership of new owners Dennis Hallberg and Tony Phillippi.

The scarcity of industrial construction projects was offset by opportunities in commercial construction. Lakehead took 
advantage of this, winning bids on high-profile projects in Duluth for Holiday Inn, St. Luke’s and St. Mary’s hospitals, and 
the new Tech Village business center.

Counterclockwise, from left: Floyd Bernard, President 1976-86; Barker’s Island Inn; Superior Recycled Fiber 
Industries (foreground) and Lake Superior Paper Industries; a mining maintenance crew; Dennis Hallberg, 
President 1986-2003; Lakehead crew moving goods for Lake Superior Warehousing on the Duluth waterfront.

Continued on p. 9

Continued from p. 7
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Our Vision
Builds What’s Next

Hallberg, a native of Minnesota’s Iron Range, transformed 
Lakehead’s business during this period by negotiating 
long-term maintenance and service agreements with 
Range taconite mines. These contracts ensured that 
highly skilled tradespeople were consistently available 
for maintenance, repairs and major outages — creating 
stability for both Lakehead and its clients. 

Lakehead also demonstrated ingenuity on technically 
demanding projects, like replacing a taconite crusher 
located 150 feet underground — an effort requiring 
detailed planning and creative problem-solving. These 
achievements reflected a broader shift: from a company 
defined by individual builds to one sustained by long-
term industrial partnerships and specialized expertise.

Expanding Our Reach
In 2003, a new generation of leadership — Brian Maki, 
Don Odermann and Mark Hubbard — purchased the 
company, ushering in an era of diversification and 
growth. Building on decades of experience, they 
expanded into new markets while continuing to secure 
some of the largest capital projects in company history.

Lakehead’s work during this period reflected 
broader national and international trends, including 
environmental upgrades, energy transition and 
infrastructure modernization. Projects ranged from the 

Counterclockwise, 
from top: Brian Maki, 
CEO since 2007; a 
$240 million upgrade 
of Minnesota Power’s 
Boswell Energy Center; 
workers on-site at 
Boswell; $150 million 
modernization project 
for U.S. Steel in Keewatin, 
MN; turnout installation 
for Canadian National 
Railroad; Don Odermann, 
President 2003-2007.

Continued from p. 8

Continued on next page
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From top: Lakehead’s corporate headquarters; 
rebuilding the Superior oil refinery; processing 
equipment that was part of Northshore Mining’s 
$110 million low silica pellet and plant upgrade  
in Silver Bay, MN; wastewater infrastructure in  
Two Harbors, MN.

$240 million retrofit of Minnesota Power’s Boswell Energy 
Center to major pipeline installations for Enbridge Energy, 
supporting the increasing demand for North American 
oil transport.

The company also strengthened its reputation for handling 
major industrial builds under challenging conditions. Complex 
taconite plant upgrades for Cleveland-Cliffs and U.S. Steel 
demonstrated Lakehead’s ability to deliver large-scale plant 
conversions safely, on time and within budget — even in 
harsh Minnesota winters.

At the same time, Lakehead invested in community and 
regional development, building The Lodge at Giant’s Ridge and 
taking on more public infrastructure projects, including water 
and wastewater treatment systems. New offices were opened 
in Aurora, MN, and Marquette, MI. Lakehead’s new Superior 
corporate offices opened in 2019, followed by a new Twin Cities 
area office in St. Michael, MN, in 2025.

Throughout this, long-standing client relationships have  
remained central to Lakehead’s success. Some of our clients 
in the power and energy industries go back more than  
70 years, and we have served mining clients more than half  
a century. It’s safe to say that Lakehead has maintained its 
role as a trusted partner in essential industries.

Looking Ahead
From its beginning servicing a busy Great Lakes port to 
today’s work as a full-service contractor servicing a wide 
range of industries, Lakehead Constructors has spent 110 
years evolving alongside the businesses it serves. Our history 
mirrors America’s history — and highlights the importance 
of adapting while staying grounded in craftsmanship, 
relationships and reliability.

Continued from p. 9
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Power Distribution                                         
Motor Controls                                              

Process Controls                                            

Instrumentation                                             
Commissioning                                               

Design Build/Design Assist            

ELECTRICAL CONSTRUCTION & MAINTENANCE SERVICES

(218) 229-0100  |  www.amptekcontractors.com  |  info@amptekcontractors.com
MAIN OFFICE: 212 E 4th Ave N, Aurora, MN 55705
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It’s easy to take it for granted: Turn 
on a faucet and out flows clean, 
safe and reliable drinking water. 
Most people don’t think twice 
about the treatment plants, booster 
stations and pipelines that make 
this possible — or the wastewater 
treatment plants that also keep their 
water safe.

Across the U.S., many of these 
plants are aging and in need of 
repairs or replacement. As cities 
and towns face growing pressure 
to upgrade critical water and 
wastewater systems, Lakehead is 
well positioned to meet the demand. 

“We’ve been serving this market for 
many years now and have a proven 
track record for delivering to our 
client’s exacting standards,” said 
Lakehead CEO Brian Maki. “With 
so many water treatment systems 

reaching the end of their lifecycles, 
the time is right for us to target 
this as a strategic growth area 
for Lakehead.”

In the past year, Lakehead placed 
added focus on water infrastructure 
projects, attending industry 
conferences, actively bidding on 
municipal water projects and hiring 
Kirk Burback as Senior Construction 
Manager for the Water/Wastewater 
Division. He works out of Lakehead’s 
new office in St. Michael, MN, 
a location chosen in part for its 
proximity to Minnesota communities 
planning water infrastructure 
upgrades in coming years.

“The market for water and 
wastewater treatment projects is 
strong right now,” said Burback, 
who has 19 years of experience 
in the industry. “It ’s a good time 

strategically to pursue contracts in 
this area.”

The work is already underway. 
Lakehead recently completed projects 
in Duluth and Tower, MN, and have 
contracts for work in Lakeville, Orono 
and Little Falls, MN, in 2026. (See 
sidebars on pages 13 and 14.)

Lakehead’s latest venture, Lakehead 
Fabricators, may also become a 
selling point with municipalities after 
the fabrication shop was able to 
repair two turbine pump inlet pipes 
shipped from Texas to the Woodland 
Booster Station in Duluth.

“Our goal is to establish Lakehead as 
a go-to contractor in the municipal 
water market,” said Burback. “We 
know it will take time, but with each 
project we complete, we’re one step 
closer to our goal.”

Looking to the Future
of Water Infrastructure
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Tower-Breitung 
Water Treatment Plant and Well Field Improvements
Schedule: 17 months

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Upgraded ground wells and water filtering system. Well 
field improvements included sealing three wells and 
demolishing well houses; upgrading or replacing pumps 
at two sites; rehabilitating well houses; and replacing 
electrical at two other sites.

Water treatment improvements included removal 
of old structures and equipment; new and modified 
buried process piping and valves; and construction of a 
44-foot-by-46-foot addition with installation of two  
cast-in-place concrete chlorine tanks; below-grade 
clearwell pump chamber; packaged gravity treatment 
units (each weighing 43,000 pounds); vertical turbine 
high-service pumps; and new plumbing, HVAC, 
electrical and controls. 

HIGHLIGHTS
LCI trades installed the concrete foundation’s precast 
concrete structure in three months, finishing before 
winter arrived. Also, one of the wells slated for rebuild 
went down a week before LCI mobilized to the site. 
Since it was needed to supply the town’s water, LCI 
worked with a subcontractor and supplier to replace the 
well pump with a temporary pump to run the well.

City of Duluth
Woodland Booster Station
Schedule: 14 months

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Construction of a new booster station consisting of cavity 
wall construction and bar joist framing to replace an existing 
booster station.

Services included site grading; HVAC; plumbing including 
sanitary service lateral, electrical service and controls; storm 
sewer; yard piping; driveway, sidewalk, curb and gutter; 
and bituminous street restoration. Also included: new dual-
feed 480V electrical service; new controls; new VFD motor 
controls; two vertical turbine booster pumps housed in 
closed-bottom inlet barrels; two new 600 horsepower motors; 
and new process piping and appurtenances.

Constructed a pressure reducing valve (PRV) station with 
rectangular concrete manhole with access hatch, yard 
piping, process piping and appurtenances, site grading and 
site restoration.

HIGHLIGHTS 
When the two turbine pump inlet pipes arrived with  
mis-fabricated nozzle configurations, Lakehead Fabricators 
repaired them to exacting specifications, eliminating weeks 
of downtime that would have resulted if they were returned to 
the original manufacturer for repairs.

2025 Water Infrastructure  
Projects At-A-Glance
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City of Lakeville
Schedule: 3 months

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The city’s water treatment facility 
has eight primary water filters that 
process up to 30 million gallons of 
water each day. 

Starting in January, Lakehead began 
taking down two filter cells at a time 
to vacuum out 84 cubic yards of 
water filter media from each filter. 
Workers will then fill the filters with 
new filter media and disinfect the 
system prior to putting it back online.

City of Orono
Schedule: 6-8 months

PROJECT OVERVIEW
Lakehead will replace aging valves, 
corroded components and chemical 
treatment systems, and oversee 
major electrical upgrades for a 
municipal water treatment plant that 
was built in the 1970s.

The work addresses elevated iron, 
manganese and copper levels that 
have been found in residential 
plumbing systems.

Water Infrastructure Projects for 2026
City of Little Falls
Schedule: 4 months

PROJECT OVERVIEW
The city’s two main water clarifiers 
will be refurbished. This includes 
sandblasting and recoating the 
clarifiers and replacing the drive 
chains and bearings.

The lower scraper arm and blades 
on each clarifier will also be 
replaced using replacement arms 
fabricated by Lakehead Fabricators.

3757 Midway Rd  |  Hermantown, MN 
218-624-0574 

55555555

NII specializes in all types 
of pipe, boiler, duct, and 
equipment insulation. 
For more than 38 years, 
customers have trusted 
NII to perform high 
quality insulation services 
throughout the Midwest. NIl 
is a locally recognized union 
insulation and  
lagging contractor.

Protective & Marine Coatings

We greatly appreciate Lakehead Constructors  
commitment to the Industrial Coating market in  
Northern WI and MN and are very grateful to be 

considered a valued supplier. 

SCOTT SINNER
PROTECTIVE COATING SPECIALIST

NACE CIP #10555
THE SHERWIN WILLIAMS CO.

(218) 340-5022
Scott.a.sinner@sherwin.com
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PFAS – Finding the Right 
Water Treatment Solution

In recent years, the presence of per- and 
polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), also 
known as “forever chemicals,” in public 
drinking water has become a major concern.

Widely used in manufacturing and fire-
retardant foams, these chemicals remain in 
the environment, making their way into our 

water systems through rainfall, wastewater discharge and leachate 
from landfills.

PFAS exposure has been linked to several serious illnesses, 
including cancer. Fortunately, there are very effective options for 
removing these chemicals from our drinking water systems. It’s just 
a matter of determining the best option for your community.

The most common and cost-effective approach is granular 
activated carbon (GAC) filtration. Here, water is passed through 
large steel vessels filled with activated carbon that absorb 
PFAS compounds. 

From a construction standpoint, GAC systems are straightforward: 
typically housed in metal buildings and scalable based on 
community size. This method is widely used in older plants because 
it integrates relatively easily into existing infrastructure, particularly 
with systems that rely on traditional sand and gravel filtration.

With GACs, the primary drawback is maintenance. The activated 
carbon media must periodically be removed, replaced, and either 
regenerated or disposed of, which introduces ongoing operational 
costs and logistical considerations.

The other option, reverse osmosis (RO), is a more advanced and 
comprehensive solution. This process forces water through semi-
permeable membranes at high pressure, effectively removing not 
only PFAS but a wide range of dissolved contaminants.

RO systems are often the preferred choice for new treatment 
plants due to their high efficiency and ability to meet increasingly 
stringent water quality standards. They also feature automated 
clean-in-place (CIP) systems, reducing manual maintenance. 
However, these benefits come at a cost — RO systems are typically 
two to three times more expensive than carbon filtration and 
require significantly more energy, are slower and have significant 
infrastructure investment.

Ultimately, the choice between these technologies depends on 
factors like budget, existing infrastructure and long-term water 
quality goals. For many municipalities, especially those upgrading 
existing plants, activated carbon remains the most practical solution 
for PFAS removal. However, as PFAS regulations tighten, RO is 
increasingly becoming the gold standard for new construction.

by Kirk Burback, Senior Construction Manager, Water/Wastewater Division

Contact us today!
877.774.3370

19725 S. Diamond Lake RD Ste 170, Rogers MN
Spiderstaging.com

Widest Range of Solutions
We have the products and services you need  

from access and scaffolding to insulation,  
coatings, and fireproofing.

• HOISTS
• WORK BASKETS

• QUICKDECK
• MOD. PLATFORMS

• CUSTOM ENGINEERED SOLUTIONS

Bong Bridge Project
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holmesmurphy.com   

(800) 247.7756

Know your clients, their 
industry, and the people 
behind the company. That’s 
our approach to developing 
an insurance strategy that 
supports your business plan. 
Because at Holmes Murphy, 
our people believe it’s their 
purpose to help you build on 
your success and achieve your 
full potential. 

Talk to us 
today about 
protecting all 
you’ve built.

Build  
momentum.

 

- Emergency Repair  

-Gearboxes 

-Pumps 

-Conveyor  pulleys 

-Shaft and bearing replacement 

Custom  Design, Machining & Fabrication Services 

We specialize in the  

repair and renewal of all  

mechanical  equipment 

Vibration and Motion Analysis 

Northern Engineering Works, LLC 
100 Ogden Ave.  Superior, WI 

Telephone: (715) 394-4211 
www.noengwks.com 
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www.zieglercat.com

PROUD  
TO PARTNER 

WITH LAKEHEAD  
CONSTRUCTORS INC.

5749-3_a_RC.indd   15749-3_a_RC.indd   1 12/16/22   3:19 PM12/16/22   3:19 PM

GOOD 
PROGRESS.

SLOWS DOWN
WHEN RED TAPE

° REAL ESTATE LAW °

fryberger.com

We have an attorney for you.
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Hermantown
218.279.2845

Hibbing
218.262.5236

www.unitedrentals.com

Your path to a better worksite is here.

Over 80 
Years of 
Service

FOR YEAR-ROUND SERVICE CALL

Proud supplier of quality concrete 
products in northern Minnesota

VIRGINIA
P: (218) 741-7007
F: (218) 741-9338
1915 9TH AVE. NO.

HIBBING
P: (218) 262-6681
F: (218) 262-6684
4031 DILLON RD.

OEM of Mining and Mineral 
Process Equipment

All Types of General Fabrication 
and Design 

515 East Platt Ave., Nashwauk, MN 55769
Phone: 218-885-0061

Fax: 218-885-9993
mikes@midwestmf.com
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 WE 
APPRECIATE 

YOUR 
BUSINESS!

3107 TOWER AVE.
SUPERIOR, WI 54880 

(715) 394-7721

VISIT US ONLINE
www.lakeheadconstructors.com
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TILDEN SHUTDOWN DEMONSTRATES 
LAKEHEAD’S ABILITY TO DELIVER

Lakehead’s presence at the Cleveland 
Cliffs Tilden Mine in Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula rose to a new level this 
January when Lakehead installed a 
new grate blanket and made cooler 
and kiln repairs on time and under 
budget at the Michigan facility.

A crew of 100 ironworkers, millwrights, 
pipefitters, operators and laborers 
worked 12-hour day and night shifts, 
under the leadership of Project 
Manager Mike Hubbard, Supervisor 
Adam Bradshaw and Supervisor  
Terry Hagstrom.

While Lakehead has been performing 
on-site maintenance and shutdown 
work at the mine for several years, this 
was the first time we were selected to 
install a new grate blanket on the pellet 

conveyor system. This was a labor-
intensive undertaking, as each of the 
64 blankets were 10 feet wide by 18 feet 
long and weighed 12,000 pounds. 

Grate system maintenance also 
included replacing support shafts, 
wheels and rollers. Work on other parts 
of the mine included changing out 
pallet shafts and stationary walls in the 
cooler and repairing seals, wear rings 
and a drive motor in the plant’s kiln.

This is the second time Lakehead 
has been entrusted with major cooler 
maintenance. Workers performed 
similar work on the equipment five 
years ago.

While new construction naturally 
generates attention, it’s the regular 

maintenance and repairs that keep 
industrial sites running. Lakehead 
has a long tradition of performing 
this routine work for mining, power 
generation and energy production 
clients. In fact, this work generates 
an average of 600,000 trade 
hours annually.

When scheduled major outages like 
the one at Tilden occur, it’s common to 
have hundreds of workers representing 
up to nine trades on-site, working 24/7 
to get the plant serviced with as little 
downtime as possible.

During outages, Lakehead prioritizes 
using local vendors for supply 
purchases, equipment rentals, food, 
lodging and other needs as another 
way of supporting rural communities.

DULUTH • 4332 Grand Ave.
218-628-3523 • 800-710-1869

QUALITY • SERVICE • SELECTION • VALUE

Headquarters

®

from over 1,000 leading manufacturers
Over 100,000 Items

Visit us online at acmetools.com

WE SUPPORT MINING.
MINING SUPPORTS US.™

Strengthen our industry and our communities.
Become a member today at Taconite.org
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Lakehead Constructors, Inc.
3801 Winter Street
Superior, WI 54880

OUR HISTORY BUILT  
THE FOUNDATION 

Our vision builds what’s next
PROUDLY SERVING THE UPPER MIDWEST 
FOR MORE THAN A CENTURY

• General Contractor
• Construction Management
• Design Build
• Industrial Construction  
   & Maintenance

Boiler Repair
Bridge & Tunnel Construction
Concrete Construction
Concrete Restoration
Construction Management
Crane Service
Design-Build

Emergency Repairs
Equipment Alignment
Equipment Installation
Equipment Maintenance
Equipment Rental
General Construction
Heavy Rigging

Hydro Excavation
Industrial Piping
Kiln Construction & Servicing
Mechanical Services
Millwright Services
Pile Driving
Plant Maintenance

Plant Shutdowns & Outages
Precipitator Erection
Preconstruction Services
Pre-Engineered Metal Buildings
Refractory Services
Secondary Containment Liners
Shoring & Underpinning

Site Work & Preparation
Specialized Coatings
Specialized Grouting
Steel Erection
Vacuum Truck

lakeheadconstructors.com   |  800-450-5181


