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Lakehead Constructors plan move to waterfront
Shelley Nelson
snelson@superiortelegram.com

With plans in motion for Husky Energy
refinery in Superior
to purchase Lakehead
Constructors’ facility
at 2916 Hill Ave., the
100 plus-year-old construction company is
making plans of its
own.
Lakehead Constructors is planning to build
a new headquarters at
the end of Railroad
Street in the Winter
Street Industrial Park.
Situated between Hallett Dock to the northeast and Amsoil to the
south, the new location
features 5.8 acres of
land near the St. Louis
River.
“The main thing is
keeping a company here
in town that been here
for (almost) 103 years
and been a very large
part of our community,” said Jason Serck,
Superior’s
economic development, port
and planning director. “Lakehead’s main
business has been up
on the Iron Range; they
do a lot of mine work,
infrastructure, things
of that nature. Keeping
them here, their headquarters here, is a huge
thing for us.”
The 5.8-acre site includes a portion of
Railroad Street, which

will be vacated and sold
to the company, to give
it a larger, more secure
site, Serck said. He said
vacating the street is a
four-month process.
Plans
include
constructing
a
15,000-square-foot
office building and
11,200-square-foot
shop next year with laydown space and equipment storage around
the buildings.
“As Jason said, we
just celebrated our
100th anniversary a
couple years ago, and
I’m looking at building
something that’s going
to be around for quite
a few years, something
that looks good for an
industrial park,” Lakehead president Brian
Maki said. “It’s going
to look very, very nice.”
Lakehead Constructors was founded in
1916 by Roland C. Buck,
a civil engineer, under the name R.C. Buck
Company. The business specialized in design and construction
of large scale harbor
facilities that expanded
into other areas of construction.
In 1934, a young engineer, Floyd Bernard,
joined the company and
worked his way up to
ownership with two
others, and in 1955, incorporated as Lakehead
Constructors.

Maki said Lakehead
built the refinery was
built in 1950 and ran it
until it sold to Murphy
Oil in 1958.
“That’s why we’re
on the same property,”
Maki said.
“I really do like this
location for a number
of reasons,” Maki said
of the Winter Street
Industrial Park. “It
gives us some visibility.
Lakehead’s been tucked
back in the corner there
for decades, and people
will be able to see this
company when they
drive across the Bong
Bridge.”
The site was used for
loading and unloading barges, and moving
steel for construction of
the Bong Bridge, Serck
said.
The company will
lease the land for $1 so
they can get into the
site and make soil corrections before winter,
and let it settle over
the winter, Serck said.
The lease will run until
the sale of the property
closes, expected in the
spring, he said.
Lakehead Constructors is buying the land
for about $2 per square
foot, the appraised value for the land, Serck
said. He said the city
negotiated a $750,000
incentive payment for
the project to help with
the cost of site im-
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Lakehead Constructors plans its move to the Winter Street Industrial Park next
year. The rendering shows the company’s plan for its 5.8-acre facility, which will
be constructed in the spring at the end of Railroad Street in Superior.
provements for the $5
million-plus project. To
pay for the incentives,
Serck said the Redevelopment Authority will
use proceeds of the land
sale and tax increment
dollars, but there will
be no new borrowing
for the project. The city
will make the incentive
payment at the completion of the project.
“I think this is a great
project,” said Doug
Finn of the Redevelopment Authority board.
“We’ve heard discussion about Lakehead for
years and years, and
what’s going to happen — really appreciate

you staying here and
opening up the whole
area. It’s a good project
for the community and
everybody else.”
Cory Schmidt, purchasing manager for
Lakehead,
said
the
project will utilize area
labor, subcontractors
they’ve worked with in
the past such as Benson
Electric, A.G. O’Brien,
Northland Constructing
Engineers, and others.
Soil work will be put out
for public bid, he said.
Maki said he anticipates construction to be
complete in August.
But even with the
move, Lakehead Con-

structors plans to take a
piece of its history with
them.
The large piece of
taconite that currently
serves as the company’s sign will be moved
and placed at the end
of the road — Lakehead Lane — leading to
Lakehead Constructors,
Maki said. “It’s a good
location, convenient to
the Bong, good visibility,” Maki said. “The
neighbors are good.
I think a good looking facility there will
get some other people
interested in that land
out there … We’re very
excited about it.”

Resolve active warrants at Douglas County event

Maria Lockwood

mlockwood@superiortelegram.com

Douglas County hosts
a warrant resolution
day from 1-4:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 23, in the
Government
Center,
1316 N. 14th St. Anyone
with an active criminal
misdemeanor, criminal
traffic or Department
of Corrections warrant
out of Douglas County
is encouraged to attend.
“The goal of this is
not to arrest people,
but to resolve their
warrants by rescheduling a court case or re-

ally trying to get it resolved,” Clerk of Courts
Michele Wick said.
No matter how old
the case is, she said,
warrants remain active
until they’re quashed.
Residents who have
warrants can meet with
Assistant District Attorney Mark Fruehauf
to discuss their case
and have a hearing in
front of Circuit Court
Judge George Glonek.
“The whole point is
to get them reconnected, back in the system,
warrant quashed, updated contact information,” Glonek said. “If

we can get cases resolved it’s a bonus, but
the real focus is just
on getting these people
back into the system.”
It’s also a chance to
connect with community resources.
Information tables
for the Salvation Army,
Northwest
Wisconsin Community Services Agency, Harbor
House Crisis Shelters,
energy assistance and
economic support like
FoodShare will be set
up in the atrium of
the Government Center. Someone will be
on hand to help people
check on their driver’s
license status on the
Department of Motor
Vehicles website, as
well.
Coffee and cookies
will be available and
coupons for free haircuts will be handed out
on a first-come, first-

serve basis.
The Clerk of Courts
Office mailed out fliers about the event to
725 people with active warrants; Superior
Police Chief Nicholas
Alexander has posted
the flier on Facebook.
Some
commenters
have raised concerns
that this is some kind
of
bait-and-switch.
That’s not the case, organizers said.
Douglas
County’s
warrant resolution day
is patterned after similar events in St. Louis
County, which were
in turn modeled after
ones in the Twin Cities.
“If we can save one
single loved one a
needless night in jail,
we’ve had a good day,”
said Daniel Lew, chief
public defender of the
Sixth Judicial District,
which covers northeast
Minnesota.

Initially held at the
Duluth courthouse, Lew
said organizers made
a commitment last fall
to offer warrant resolution at community
events instead — Juneteenth, Law Day, even
Lincoln Park’s summer
block party. He said
160 warrants have been
cleared at four community events since they
made the change.
“The judicial community is building
trust,” Lew said. “This
is not a trap.”
He was excited to see
Douglas County organizers take on the
challenge.
“This is a great first
step; it has all the right
elements,” Lew said.
People will have the
chance to resolve warrants in Douglas and
St. Louis counties next
week. St. Louis County’s next warrant reso-

lution event, which can
clear warrants statewide, is set for 9 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Thursday,
Oct. 25, at the Damiano
Center in Duluth, 206
W. Fourth St., in conjunction with Community Connection.
It’s a first for the
area.
“Two states, two
communities separated
by a lake are reaching
out to the community
to provide far better
outcomes,” Lew said.
Wick has been fielding calls from people
who received fliers,
including some who
didn’t know they had
a warrant. To check
for
active
Douglas
County warrants, visit
wcca.wicourts.gov or
www.sheriffofdouglascountywi.org, or call
the Clerk of Courts Office, 715-395-1203.

Pet of the Week
Place Your Ad Today!

CRAFT / BAKE SALE
OCTOBER 20, 9-2
SALEM COV CHURCH
339 N 59 Ave W
Raffle-kids games-food

Hank

Fall Festival
St. Luke’s Miller Creek
Medical Clinic is hosting a free festival with
fun fall activities. Wed.,
Oct. 24, 5:30 - 7 p.m. at
4190 Loberg Ave., Hermantown.

Sex: Male
Fixed: Yes
Breed: Hound/Labrador Retrieever
Color: White and Brown
Size: Large
Microchip: Yes
Housetrained? Unknown
Good With Dogs? Unknown
Good With Cats? No
wn
Good With Children? Unknow

Duluth Farmer Market
Peak of Fall Season!!!
Pumpkin Squash Honey
Apple Juicing on Sat.!
14th Ave. E. and 3rd St.
Wed 2-6pm Sat 8-noon

The Holiday season
is right around the
corner.

This is Hank!! Hank is a 1 1/2 year old Hound/Labrador Retriever available for adoption! He is adorable, but
very shy. Hank needs someone who will take the time to show him love and kindness. Once he opens up to
you he is full of love!! Hank is up to date with vaccinations, has been neutered, dewormed, microchipped
and vet checked. His adoption fee is $175.00 + tax State of Wisconsin Department of Ag. license 403208-DS

Call today to reserve
your pet’s grooming
and/or boarding spot!

Humane Society of Douglas County, 138 Moccasin Mike Rd, Superior, WI 54880 (715) 398-6784

Proudly Sponsored By:

Silverwood Petcare
77 Moccasin Mike Rd.
Superior, WI

715-398-7188

001778959r1

PET GROOMING & BOARDING

Mertz Rookey · Insurance Agency, LLC
9220 E Main St. · Solon Springs, WI 54873
715-378-2223 or 715-392-6655

001777065r1

Augustana Lutheran
Church Bazaar &
Rummage Sale 3251
Midway Road, Duluth,
628-1306
Saturday October 20,
2018 9 am to 2 pm

